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Gajapathi Rulers
The Gajapathis of Orissa Intervened at times In the continuous political conflicts In Andhra
and were able to change the course of events. The founder of the Gajapathi dynasty was
Kapileswara Gajapathi, earlier a minister of the last of the Eastern Ganga rulers. He managed
to become its ruler in 1434. With Cuttack as his capital, he extended the frontiers of his
kingdom far into the Telugu land by conquering the Reddis of Rajahmundry in or about 1456.
He could occupy some parts of the Bahmani kingdom also. He led his armies Into the
Vijayanagar kingdom and conquered the south coastal region upto Kanchi (1464).
After the demise of Kapileswara Gajapati (1468), his two sons fought for the throne and
this provided an opportunity for the Bahmanis and the Vijayanagar rulers to reoccupy their lost
possessions. But, Purushottama Gajapathi, the younger son of Kapileswara, who emerged
successful and occupied the throne (1468), could reassert his authority in the coastal
region and Telangana by 1486. Purushottama passed away in 1497. During the rule of his
son, Prataparudra Gajapathi (1497-1538), the kingdom had to pass through many vicissitudes.
Vijayanagar armies, under the able leadership of their ruler, Krishnadevaraya, occupied the
entire Telugu region that was in the possession of the Gajapathis and further proceeded upto
Cuttack, their capital. Prataparudra was left with no other option but to sue for peace and
give his daughter in marriage to Krishnadevaraya. And so, the Telugu land north of the river
Krishna was given back to the Gajapathi.
But very soon, in 1523-24, Quli Qutb Shah, the ruler of Golconda, Invaded this part of
the Gajapathi kingdom and finally occupied it (1530). The repeated efforts put forth by the
Gajapathis to reconquer the lost territory proved futile.
Vyayanagar Rulers
The Vijayanagar kingdom is rightly considered as the most important resurgent Hindu state
that successfully resisted the Islamic expansionism in defence of the ancient Hindu dharma
and native cultural tradtions. In the words of an eminent historian, "It was that great kingdom
which, by resisting the onslaughts of Islam, championed the cause of Hindu civilisation and
culture in the south for close upon three centuries and thus preserved the ancient traditions
of the country In its polity, Its learning and its arts". The history of Vijayanagar kingdom is
the last glorious chapter in the history of independent south India,
In a way, the Vijayanagar klndom was an outcome of the 'Liberation Movement', led by
Prolaya Nayaka and his successor, Kapaya Nayaka. likewise, the people of the Western
Andhra region also raised the banner of rebellion under the leadership of Aravitl Somadeva,
who claimed descent from the ancient Chalukya dynasty. With Kurnoot and the neighbourhood
as his base, he captured the forts of Anegondi, Raichur and Mudgal. During the same period,
the Hoyasala ruler of Karnataka, Ballala III, revolted against the governor of Kamplli, Malik
Muhammad (under the sultan of Delhi) and wrested the territory around Kampili from him.
Malik Muhammad made a report of his helplessness to Sultan Muhammad bin Tughiaq. On